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Husband: JOHN I. SHEPHERD 
Born: 21 February 1785 Freehold Twp., Monmouth County, NJ 
Married: 19 September 1812 Freehold, Monmouth County, NJ 
Died: 18 April 1867 Freehold Twp., Monmouth County, NJ 
Buried: Perrineville Cemetery, Millstone Township, Monmouth County 

(First Presbyterian Church of Millstone Cemetery) 
Father: JAMES SHEPHERD, SENIOR (3 July 1751 — 24 August 1834) 
Mother: HANNAH CLAYTON (1763 — 1 April 1848) 
Wife: SARAH THOMPSON 
Born: 5 September 1794 NJ 
Died: 6 April 1864 Smithburg, Monmouth County, NJ 
Buried: Perrineville Cemetery, Millstone Township, Monmouth County 
Father: Davip THOMPSON’ 
Mother: MARGARET 
Issue: Born: Where: 
1) MARY SHEPHERD 1813/20(?) Monmouth County, NJ 
2) THOMPSON SHEPHERD 1815/19 Monmouth County, NJ 
3) WILLIAM I. SHEPHERD 20 August 1819 Monmouth County, NJ 
4) HANNAH SHEPHERD 3 February 1822 Monmouth County, NJ 
5) CATHERINE SHEPHERD 25 June 1827 Monmouth County, NJ 
6) JOSEPH JAMES SHEPHERD 1832 Monmouth County, NJ 
7) LYDIA ANN SHEPHERD 1833(?) Monmouth County, NJ 


They were married by EZEKIAL DAVISON, Justice of the Peace for Monmouth County. 
JOHN and SARAH are both of Freehold and this is most likely where their ceremony took place. 
The record was submitted to E. LLOYD, clerk of the Court, on 23 December 1812.7 JoHN's 
surname is given as SHEPARD in this record. 

JOHN was involved in several land transactions in Freehold Township. The earliest land 
purchase found to date, but not the first one, occurred on 26 July 1808. On that date he purchased 
34.45 acres from the estate of JAMES PARKER, late of Perth Amboy, for $49.80. This tract 
touched land JAMES already owned and was on the south side of the road from JOHN SNOWDENS 
Tavern to MICHAEL SWEETMENS Saw mill that stands on the South branch of Metecunck River. 
CORLIS and ANN LLOYD sold 31.96 acres to him for $42.56 in Lower Freehold Township. The 
tract started at a stake standing at the northeast corner of JAMES SHEPHERDS Plantation where he 
now lives and near what is called the duck pond.’ Many of the purchases over the years will be 
from owners with the surname PARKER which demonstrates the prevalence of this common 
surname or the removal from the area of the descendants of one common ancestor with a lot of 
land. On 1 October 1818 he purchased 10.6 acres from WILLIAM and SARAH PARKER for 
$106.00. This tract ran on the south side of the Meteteconk Brook near the head thereof for 
nearly 700’; presumably this was the south branch of the Metedeconk.* This was a little less than 
half the property that WILLIAM PARKER owned at this site; 18 years later JOHN would buy the 
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rest. On 29 January 1822 JOHN and SARAH sold 4 acres to his brother JAMES SHEPHERD, JUNIOR, 
in Freehold Township for $48.00. It was on the south side of Meteteconck Brook and consisted of 
the northwest corner of said JoHN SHEPHERD ’S meadowland lying on said brook.° From the 
description it sounds like these 4 acres came from the 10.6 acre purchase of 1818. To this, their 
parents added 24 acres for JAMES, JUNIOR on the same day. Later that same year, JOHN purchased 
62 acres from THOMAS DEBow for $124.00 on 23 March 1822. This property adjoined one that 
THOMAS DEBowW sold to JAMES SHEPHERD, either his brother or his father, on the same date on 
the west side of the South Branch of the Metedeconk River.° On 16 January 1823 JOHN purchased 
10.59 acres from GILBERT and CHARLOTTE WOODHULL for $180.00 located on the north side of 
Metedeconk Brook, bordering lands of THOMAS MCINTIRE. WOODHULL had purchased 24.25 
acres from JOHN and MARY SMITH of Perth Amboy two days earlier, paying $280.00, and sold a 
part of that acreage to JOHN.’ That a second John Shepherd lived in Monmouth County became 
apparent when a deed dated 4 August 1826 has JOHN SHEPHERD of Middletown Township buying 
part of the farm of ANTHONY LAYTON, deceased, in Freehold Township for $2,215.00.° This 
person was involved in many land transactions in Middletown Township and because there is no 
evidence that our subject ever lived in Middletown, it is assumed that the person who made the 
purchase is not our subject. On 6 October 1826 JOHN purchased, from his parents, 8.40 acres with 
house for $20.00. Boundaries include north of the northwest corner of JAMES SHEPHERD, 
SENIOR’S dwelling.’ On 13 February 1833 JOHN is found buying 13.72 acres from THOMAS 
DEBow for $20.58 which lay northwest of ROBERT MONTGOMERY’s land. This tract was 
surveyed to the said THOMAS DEBOW at the special instance and request of JOHN SHEPHERD as by 
a return thereof dated the twefth day of February A.D. 1833 recorded in the Surveyor Generals 
Office at Perth Amboy in Book S.20, 
¥ix| page 413...'°On1 April 1837 WILLIAM 
eh) and ANNA SHEPHERD sold 7.08 acres in 
§ Freehold Township to JOHN SHEPHERD 
¥ for $50.00. The description does not 
allow us to locate this within the 
township and as our subject’s sister-in- 
law was named EMMA and his daughter- 
in-law named ACSAH, not ANNA, this 
may not be our subject. On the other 
hand, 30 years later JOHN’S son 
WILLIAM, and his wife ACSAH, sell land 
to JOHN’S brother JAMES that borders 
this land.'' JOHN purchased another tract 
: that adjoined of ROBERT 
MONTGOMERY’S land on | February 1838. This 9.20 acre parcel was to the southeast and sold by 
THOMAS, RICHARD, and LAWRENCE DEBow. Like the 1833 purchase, this was also surveyed, 
with two returns recorded in Perth Amboy in Book S22, page 77on 4 October 1837 and found. 
4.64 acres was surveyed to THOMAS DEBOw and the remainder, 4.56 acres, to RICHARD and 
LAWRENCE DEBow.’” On 9 April 1838 JESSE and MARTHA PARKER sold some land to JOHN on 
the north side of Metetecunk Brook, near the bridge, for $217.50. The description of the tract 
contains 26.90 acres, excepting out of the same the 10.60 acres sold to JOHN by WILLIAM and 
SARAH PARKER on | October 1818." 
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The family lived in Freehold Township where JOHN was a farmer. In the 1840 census, 
JOHN SHEPERD 1s found listed with WILLIAM SHEPERD and JAMES J. SHEPERD. These are most 
likely the disabled sons of JOHN. A JOSEPH SHEPERD also appears in Freehold, but it is not yet 
clear if he was related. In 1850, JOHN and SARAH are found with their sons THOMPSON, WILLIAM 
and JOSEPH, named as JAMES in Freehold Township. THOMPSON and JOSEPH JAMES were 
mentally impaired.'* Their daughter CATHERINE is found next to them with her husband JAMES 
R. PARKER, daughter SARAH and son JOHN. JOHN’S sister HANNAH died in early 1852; she 
remembered JOHN in a bequest.'° The 1855 State Census of Freehold Township reflects 4 males 
and | female, all over 15; again, the 
parents with their sons THOMPSON and 
JOSEPH and an unidentified male.'® 
JOHN'S farm must have been quite large 
as its value in 1860 was $7000.00. 
Once again, they are found with sons 
THOMPSON and JAMES, i.e. JOSEPH, 
SHEPHERD. Next to them is son 
WILLIAM, wife ACSAH and their son 
JOHN. The 1865 State Census reflects a 
similar grouping in Freehold Township: WILLIAM, ACSAH, and JOHN H. with brother THOMPSON; 
next to them is the recently widowed father JOHN I with son Josepu.’’ 

Millstone Township was created in 1844, in part from the section of Freehold Township 
where the SHEPHERD farm lies. On an 1861 landowner map of Monmouth County there are 3 
adjacent lots, all located south of Burnt Tavern Road and east of “Paint Island Spring” in 
Freehold Township owned by Jou I. SHEPHERD, J“° SHEPHERD and W“ SHEPHERD. The 
occurrence of these three names with JOHN, JAMES and WILLIAM being the sons of JAMES and 
HANNAH SHEPHERD most certainly indicates the property owners on the map are JAMES’ sons. 
These lots, today, are bounded roughly by Ely-Harmony Road to the north, Monmouth Road 
(Route 537) to the northwest, Cottrell Road to the south, Francis Mills Road to the west, and the 
town of Siloam and the Turkey Swamp Wildlife Management Area to the east. JOHN I. 
SHEPHERD owned the northernmost lot fronting on Ely-Harmony Road in Freehold Township and 
the farmhouse pictured above is where he and SARAH raised their family.'* 

JOHN wrote his will on 5 February 1858 and made provisions for his wife which were not 
needed as she died first. 

SARAH died 6 April 1864 and was interred at Perrineville Cemetery also referred to as the 
First Presbyterian Church of Millstone 
Cemetery. Her passing was supposedly noted in 
the Monmouth Inquirer and Democrat where the 
place of death for the 72 year old is given as 
Smithville.'° Smithburg, a hamlet located at the 
intersection of Monmouth & Freehold-Smithburg 
Roads (County Route 537) and Smithburg & 
Siloam Roads (County Route 527), was barely 
two miles from the SHEPHERD farm so it is a safe 
bet that Smithburg rather than Smithville, a name 
unknown in the area, is correct. JOHN died of old 
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age on 18 April 1867. His death certificate states he was a farmer, 82 years old, born and died in 
Freehold. It does not list his parents. In also states he was single an obvious error as he was a 
widower.”’ These are their headstones in the Perrineville Cemetery in Millstone Township.” 


The barely legible inscriptions read: 


IN IN 
MEMORY OF MEMORY OF 
JOHN SHEPHERD SARAH 
who died wife of 
April 17, 1867 JOHN SHEPHERD 
Aged 82 yrs 1 ms who died 
and 27 days April 6, 1864 
Aged 69 yrs 7 ms 
and I day 


They are interred just behind JOHN's brother, JAMES I. SHEPHERD and ANNA his wife. 

JOHN'S will, written on 5 February 1858 as mentioned, was filed on 4 May 1867.” He 
named his son WILLIAM as executor and principal beneficiary to be liable for all the legacies 
contained in the will: ...furnish my property both real and personal, and Whereas my two sons 
THOMPSON and JOSEPH JAMES being not of sufficient intellect to be thrown upon the world ... my 
duty [is] to appoint my son WILLIAM I. SHEPHERD to be their guardian to have the charge and 
oversight of them and to provide for their reasonable wants. Provided that no person shall have 
any right to trust either of them on his own account without his (i.e. William’s) written order and 
provided also that they shall under his directions reasonably labor for his benefit and if either of 
them shall absent himself from him or his Employ he shall have no claim to his support and 
protection during such absence. JOHN further gave to each of my beloved daughters MARY, 
CATHERINE, HANNAH and LYDIA ANN, the sum of $125.00. The will was witnessed by JOSEPH 
HINCKLEY and PETER FORMAN. His estate was valued at $1,722.70 according to the /nventory 
filed by WILLIAM R. COTTRELL and BENJAMIN T. PETTET on 30 April 1867. Farm animals, 
wagons, personal items and a Bond & Mortgage valued at $1,300.00 were among the items 
listed. Public notice to creditors was published in the Monmouth Democrat. Records pertaining 
to the estate include an itemized list of bills and accounts paid. The list includes medical 
expenses of $11.00 paid to O.R. FREEMAN, M.D.; funeral expenses of $35.00 paid to ROBERT 
TANTENN; and $25.00 paid to FRED LUPTON for a headstone. More importantly the inventory 
gives the surnames of each daughter. Each of his four daughters, HANNAH JOHNSON, CATHERINE 
PARKER, LYDIA ANN JOHNSON and MARY JOHNSON, received $125.00 on 29 June 1867. The 
entry for MARY also list RUDOLPH JOHNSON with this name crossed out. The residue of the estate, 
totaling about $990.63, went to his son WILLIAM SHEPHERD. 

As to the property of JOHN: on 30 May 1867 his son WILLIAM, acting as executor, sold to 
JOHN CLEVENGER 0.74 acres in Freehold Township for $10.00. Boundaries include north side of 
road from Burnt Tavern to MCINTIRE'S corner.”> On 3 April 1868 WILLIAM sells 10.59 acres to 
WILLIAM COTTRELL, probably the appraiser of the estate, for $100.00. This is the tract purchased 
by JOHN on 11 January 1823.4 The disposition of more than 142 acres of land that JOHN owned 
has not yet been discovered. 
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It is interesting to note that three of their daughters married men with the surname 


JOHNSON — whether or not they were related has not yet been determined. 


Issue: 


1) 


2) 


3) 


4) 


MARY SHEPHERD: married JOHNSON. A MARY SHEPHERD married RULIFF JOHNSON on 
20 May 1837 in Monmouth County. It is not known at this time if this is the same person as 
the lined-out RUDOLPH JOHNSON in her father’s will but the similarity of the names of the 
husband and wife tends to support the premise. As late as 1880 two females with the name 
MARY JOHNSON appear in Monmouth County, one in Freehold and one in Middleton. It is 
unknown if either is this MARY. 





THOMPSON SHEPHERD: was mentally impaired. After his father's death, he lived with his 
brother WILLIAM and, after WILLIAM died in 1895, responsibility fell to his son JOHN HENRY. 


WILLIAM I. SHEPHERD: married ACHSAH C. LUCAS (born 10 January 1831). On 17 April 1852 
WILLIAM bought the saw mill tract in Freehold Township in partnership with SAMUEL F. 
MATTHEWS. They paid $1,200.00 for the 53 acre tract to GEORGE W. and ANN BENNETT of 
Jackson Township.” The deed does not mention an active saw mill on the property but, 
considering the price and its name, it must have had one at some point in time. WILLIAM and 
ACHSAH first lived with WILLIAM'S parents (1860) and then they are found in 1880 in West 
Freehold.”° On 3 April 1867 WILLIAM I. SHEPHERD and his wife ACSAH sold 12.18 acres of 
land for $426.30 to his uncle JAMES I. SHEPHERD. It is described as being a part of Lot No. 8 
of the lots sold by ANTHONY HULSE of the estate of WILLIAM SHEPHERD deceased. This 
bordered land sold in 1837 to JOHN SHEPHERD, who may or may not be WILLIAM’S uncle.”’ 
WILLIAM'S brothers THOMPSON and JOSEPH lived with him as did his son JOHN and wife 
MARY. WILLIAM died 18 July 1895 and ACHSAH 15 December 1905; buried in Maplewood 
Cemetery on Route 537 in Freehold.”* Their plots are in-line rather then side-by-side with 
ACHSAH’S marker in front of WILLIAM’S. He left his home and lot on Broad Street in 
Freehold to his wife; she is also to get $100.00 twice a year from JOHN HENRY. He left his 
farm in West Freehold to JOHN HENRY and he is to support WILLIAM’S brothers THOMPSON 
and JAMES (JOSEPH). ACSAH and JOHN HENRY were the executors.” 
a) JOHN H. SHEPHERD: born October 1859; wife was named MARY E. JOHN died 1925 and 
Mary in 1930; they are also buried in Maplewood Cemetery. JOHN’S grave marker gives 
his year of birth as 1860. 


HANNAH SHEPHERD: married JOHN W. JOHNSON who was two years older. In 1880, they were 

living in Manalapan Township near her younger sister Lyp1a.*” HANNAH died 26 November 

1892 and was interred at Allentown Presbyterian Cemetery. There is no marker for her 

husband. Her sister, CATHERINE PARKER was buried in the adjacent plot in 1915. 

a) CHARLES R. JOHNSON: born 1853 in NJ; married EMMA who was 4 years younger. Living 
with his parents in 1880. 

b) CAROLINE JOHNSON: born 1854 in NJ. 
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CATHERINE SHEPHERD: married JAMES R. PARKER circa 1844. Their life story is continued 
in a separate section. 


JOSEPH SHEPHERD: was living with his brother WILLIAM in 1880. At that time he is noted as 
Imbecilic, sunstroke and rheumatism. He often used the name JAMES. After WILLIAM died in 
1895, responsibility fell to his son JOHN HENRY. He died at Freehold on 5 July 1902 at 70 
years. His obituary in the Freehold Transcript mentions only one sister CATHERINE PARKER, 
possibly indicating that all other siblings had died. It also states that there is a private 
ceremony because of illness of MRS. WILLIAM SHEPHERD, that being ACSAH SHEPHERD, wife 
of his brother WILLIAM. It states he was buried in Freehold. 


LYDIA ANN SHEPHERD: married WILLIAM H.H. JOHNSON who was five years older. Their 


farm was in Manalapan Township in 1880.°! 
a) WILLIAM H. JOHNSON: born 1859 in NJ. 
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Research Notes: 
Thompson Family, B.C. Elton (Manalapan Tp), Monm. Co. Hist. Soc. 
Thompson Family of NJ, c.1889 (29 pp) 


Joseph SHEPHERD, married Lydia B. CRAIG (born 26 Sept 1801), daughter of David 
CRAIG (b. 3 Nov 1755, d. 2 May 1821) and Hannah, daughter of Joseph Bowne (d. 15 
Sept 1802 at 40 y.o.) [This Olde Monmouth of Ours; by Horner, page 263) 


28 Nov 1844: Monmouth Democrat has ad “For rent. The farm of Joseph SHEPHERD 
in Freehold Tp, near Monmouth Court House” for 1 year, starting 1 April 1845. 


In 1850 census, Freehold Tp, p.163b, In.13, dw.113, fa.125 is: 
Joseph SHEPHERD 57 farmer $7500.00 


Lydia B. 50 

David C. 23 George 12 
Mary Ann 21 William L. 10 
Hannah 16 Emelina 8 
John B. 14 Matilda C. 4 


Joseph Shepherd died 5 Sept. 1862, 64 y.o., Freehold 


Bought Sold Land Totals 
34.45 ac fr Parker 1808 


31.96 ac fr C Lloyd 1810 
10.60 ac fr Wm Parker 1818 4.00 ac to Jms Shepherd, Jr 1823 
6.60 ac to ???? 
62.00 ac fr T DeBow, 23 Ma 1822 
10.59 ac fr G Woodhull, 11 Jan 1823 10.59 to Wm Cottrell, 3 April 1868 
8.60 ac fr Jms Shepherd, 6 Oct 1826 
13.72 ac fr T Debow, 13 Feb 1833 
16.30 ac fr J Parker, 9 Apr 1838 
9.20 ac fr T, R, L DeBow, 1 Feb 1838 
0.74 ac to J. Clevenger, 30 May 1867 
197.42 ac 21.93 ac 
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